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Minutes of Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District Meeting 

held at 10.00 a.m. on Wednesday, 18 May 2016 

in the Council Chamber, Aras Chill Dara 

 

Members Present: Councillors P Kennedy (Mayor), M Aspell, S Doyle, M Lynch  

 M McCabe, F McLoughlin-Healy, J Pender, M Stafford. 

 

Apologies: Councillor S Power 

 

Officials Present:   Mr T Mc Donnell (District Manager), Ms B Rea (District Engineer),   

 Ms M McIvor, Mr Liam Dunne (Senior Executive Officers), Mr G Duff, Ms 

S Scully, Ms V Cooke, Ms Ann Marie Conneely (Administrative Officers), 

Ms Doreen Daly, (Community Worker), Ms Bridget Loughlin (Heritage 

Officer), Ms M Dalton (Meetings Administrator) and Ms E Price 

(Meetings Secretary). 

 

The Mayor formally began the meeting with a minutes silence as a mark of respect to the 

former Town Councillor, Ray O’Brien, who sadly passed away on 13 May 2016.   

 

KN01/1601 

Votes of Sympathy 

The Mayor began by saying he had known former Town Councillor Ray O’Brien due to his 

involvement in the Newbridge Twinning Group and the German town of Bad Lippspringe, 

which Newbridge is twinned with.  The Mayor said Mr O’Brien was held in such high esteem, 

a fact that was proven when the Mayor and former Mayor had travelled from Bad 

Lippspringe to attend his funeral.  The Mayor offered his deepest sympathies to Mr O’Brien’s 

family and friends. 

 

Councillor Aspell, offering his sympathies said he had served on Newbridge Town Council 

with Mr O’Brien and acknowledged his passion, enthusiasm and dedication to serving the 

public.  Councillor Aspell said Mr O’Brien was regarded as an excellent employer in the town 

of Newbridge and also noted his involvement with the twinning committee, noting he will be 

sadly missed. 
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Cllr McLoughlin-Healy said Mr O’Brien had been of great support to her, noting Mr O’Brien 

was an active citizen right to the end.  Councillor McLoughlin-Healy extended her deepest 

sympathies to Mr O’Brien’s family.  

 
KN02/1605 

 

Minutes and Progress report 

The members considered the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 20 April 2016 together 

with the progress report. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Doyle and seconded by Councillor Lynch that the 

minutes be confirmed and taken as read.   

 

Matters Arising 

Taking in Charge of Housing Estates 

Councillor McLoughlin-Healy asked if an update on the taking in charge of housing estates in 

the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District can be included on the Progress report.   

Resolved that the Planning Department is to brief the members at the June municipal district 

meeting on the up to date position regarding housing estates to be taken in charge. 

 

Bus Shelter at Orchard Park, The Curragh 

In response to a query from Councillor Pender, the District Manager advised that the 

meeting with the National Transportation Authority (NTA) in relation to the Bus Shelter at 

Orchard Park, The Curragh (KN09/1602 & KN06/1604) will be arranged by the Director of 

Services, Roads, Transportation and Public Safety. 

Resolved that the Director of Services Roads, Transportation and Public Safety arrange a 

meeting with the National Transportation Authority (NTA). 

 

Walkway at Moore Avenue 

Responding to a query from Councillor Doyle queried regarding progress on the closure of 

the walkway at Moore Avenue (KN02/1603 & KN04/1604), the District Manager advised that 

progress had been made and it is expected that the members will be updated at the next 

municipal district meeting. 

Resolved that an update be given to members at the June Municipal District meeting.  

 

 

 



Kildare County Council  

Page 3 of 20 

KN03/1605 

Schedule of Municipal District Works 

Councillor Doyle expressed concern that certain projects which were identified under the 

Schedule of Municipal District Works for 2015 are not taking place before works due to take 

place under the Schedule of Municipal District Works for 2016.  In relation to the roadworks 

due to take place during the summer on the road parallel to the train station in Kildare Town, 

Councillor Doyle asked if it possible for an arrangement to be made with the Contractor for 

monies donated by Irish Rail to be tied in with this project for landscaping and planting in the 

area.  

KN04/1605 

Rental of Properties under Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) Scheme 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor McCabe.  

That the housing department arrange for the rental of properties in the Kildare/Newbridge 

Municipal District, due to the number of Landlords refusing to engage with the Housing 

Assistance Payment Scheme. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor McCabe and seconded by Councillor Lynch. 

 

A report was received from the Housing Department informing the members that it has, to 

date, signed 219 properties to the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) Scheme and has not 

experienced any noticeable difficulty with landlord engagement in respect of the scheme. 

The report advised that the Housing Department is continuing to enter into contractual 

arrangements with private landlords under the Rental Accommodation Scheme and is 

working closely with a number of approved housing bodies in respect of the Social Housing 

Leasing Initiative with both private landlords and other property owners. 

Councillor McCabe clarified that he would like to see the council negotiate with landlords 

directly as it appears that some potential landlords are not engaging with tenants who are in 

receipt of Housing Assistance Payments (HAP).  

 

Councillor Pender, in supporting the motion, explained that Councillors often find themselves 

being advocates between landlords and potential tenants, particularly where these tenants 

may have come from emergency accommodation. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McCabe and seconded by Councillor Lynch that the 

report be noted.  
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KN05/1605 

Out of Hours Homeless Services 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Pender. 

Can Kildare County Council please report on the use of the out of hours homeless service 

provided by McVerry Trust and the use of emergency homeless accommodation units in the 

Kildare/Newbridge area for the first four months of this year? 

A report was received from the Housing Department informing the members in relation to the 

details including, the number of calls received to the out of hours information and advice line 

and the numbers accommodated through the freephone telephone number.   The report 

advised that 20 emergency placements were made in the first four months of the year into 

emergency accommodation in the Newbridge-Kildare Municipal District.   

In response to a query from Councillor Pender, the district manager advised that the council 

cannot keep houses vacant for use as emergency accommodation but the council is 

endeavouring to increase the number of emergency accommodation places including family 

friendly units.  

Resolved that the report be noted and the Housing Department examine the use of family 

friendly units in the provision of emergency accommodation.  

 

KN06/1605 

Electrical Points for Vehicles 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Aspell. 

That the Council pilot the delivery of electrical points for vehicles in the public realm of 

Newbridge with a view to rolling out Countywide. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Aspell and seconded by Councillor Doyle. 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that in order to pilot the provision of electrical points for vehicles, an 

assessment of suitable locations would be required.  The report advised that suitable 

locations would include long term designated parking areas and not areas where parking 

spaces are in high demand, i.e. business/shopping zones or immediate town centres and 

that the terms and conditions for the use of electrical parking spaces would need to be 

determined, including the application of parking charges. 
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Following discussion among the members, all of whom supported this motion, the district 

manager advised that a submission from the members to County Development Plan and/or 

the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee (SPC) could be made. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Aspell and seconded by Councillor Doyle and 

supported by all the members that the motion be referred as a submission to the County 

Development Plan and also a presentation be prepared by Councillor Aspell for the 

Transportation Strategic Policy Committee (SPC). 

 

KN07/1605 

Road Markings and Landscaping of Melitta Road 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Doyle.  

That the outstanding road markings and landscaping of Melitta Road improvement project be 

completed. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Doyle and seconded by Councillor Stafford. 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the municipal district office has contacted the line marking 

contractor and arranged for the completion of any outstanding road markings on Melitta 

Road.  The report also advised that the municipal district office will also look into any 

landscaping to be completed and commence works once they are identified. 

 

In response to a query from Councillor Doyle, the district engineer confirmed that these 

works will extend to the school pedestrian crossing to include signage. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Doyle and seconded by Councillor Stafford that the 

report be noted and the municipal district office to continue to liaise with the contractor with a 

view to having the works completed. 

 

KN08/1605 

Drainage Issues at Newtown Grove, Suncroft 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Stafford. 

That the council will investigate surface water drainage issues that arise in Suncroft which is 

causing water to collect at the entrance to Newtown Grove and take the appropriate remedial 

action such as the installation of drainage shores. 
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The motion was proposed by Councillor Stafford and seconded by Councillor Aspell.  

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the municipal district office will investigate the drainage in the 

area and will ensure that the drains are maintained and cleared on a regular basis.  The 

report further advised that if any other remedial works are identified, the municipal district 

office will seek the appropriate design and funding to carry out drainage improvements.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Stafford and seconded by Councillor Aspell that the 

report be noted and the municipal district office investigate drainage in the area with a view 

to carrying out maintenance and clearing.  

 

KN09/1605 

Cattle Grid at Ballymany, The Curragh 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Stafford. 

That the council repair the cattle grid at Ballymany, the Curragh on the Kilcullen road (R413) 

which appears to have slipped. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Stafford and seconded by Councillor Pender.  

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the cattle grid at Ballymany is in the charge of Transport 

Infrastructure Ireland (TII) and that the municipal district office had been in communication 

with the TII in April concerning this cattle grid.  The report further advised that works are 

expected to commence shortly. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Stafford and seconded by Councillor Pender that the 

report be noted and this item to remain on the Progress report until the works have been 

completed.  

 

KN10/1605 

Traffic Calming at Askinraw Lane, Suncroft 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Pender. 

That the council extend or make appropriate adjustments to the ramps at Askinraw Lane 

Suncroft to prevent cars from avoiding the ramps by driving around the side of them. 
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The motion was proposed by Councillor Pender and seconded by Councillor Doyle. 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the municipal district office will examine the existing layout and 

determine if alterations are warranted. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Pender and seconded by Councillor Doyle that the 

report be noted and the municipal district office examine the existing layout of ramps at 

Askinraw Lane, Suncroft. 

 

KN11/1605 

Controlled Signal System at Morristown Bridge, Newbridge 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Aspell. 

Can we examine the feasibility of implementing controlled signal system at Morristown 

Bridge in Newbridge similar to that successfully in use at Sexes Bridge? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the Road Design section will examine feasibility of this issue and 

the associated costs. 

Resolved that the report be noted and that the Roads Design Section update the members 

once they have examined the issue of a controlled signal system at Morristown Bridge. 

 

KN12/1605 

Traffic Management Plan for Kildare Town 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Doyle 

What is the likely schedule for preparation and delivery of Traffic Management Plan for 

Kildare town? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that this issue is under discussion with regard to the identification of 

timelines and resources required for the plan and an update will be provided to the members 

when clarified.  

Resolved that the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department advise the members 

of estimated timelines at the June municipal district meeting. 
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KN13/1605 

Traffic Calming Measures on Nurney Road, Kildare 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Doyle. 

Can we examine signage and potential traffic calming measures on Nurney Road, Kildare 

with particular emphasis on Walterstown Cross and blind bend just beyond Newtown Cross? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the municipal district office will undertake to inspect the road lay-

out and the bend just beyond Newtown Cross. However, the report advised that this section 

of road is in a 60kph speed limit, and at present advanced road line marking combined with 

advanced signage and chevron signage do exist at the bend in question. The report advised 

that if traffic calming measures are warranted, the municipal district office will seek the 

appropriate funding to carry out the works.  

Resolved that the municipal district office examine the road layout and traffic calming 

measures on the Nurney Road, Kildare with particular emphasis on Walterstown Cross and 

the blind bend beyond Newtown Cross.  

 

KN14/1605 

Closure of the Dirt Track between the Train Station and  

College Farm Estate, Newbridge 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor McCabe. 

What action or initiative is required to close the dirt track from the train station car park at the 

rear of College Farm due to the anti social behaviour? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the municipal district office will liaise directly with Iarnród Eireann 

with a view to working out possible solutions to the issues at this location.  Members will be 

advised of the outcomes of these discussions. 

Resolved that the municipal district office liaise with Iarnród Eireann in relation to this issue 

and report back to the members.  
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KN15/1605 

Illegal Parking at Páirc Mhuire, Newbridge  

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor McCabe. 

What are the options open to the residents of Páirc Mhuire due to a significant increase in 

day parking because of the pricing increase at the railway station car park. Up to 26 cars a 

day are being parked incorrectly, in front of driveways causing confrontation and blocking fire 

brigade access etc.? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that options to resolve this issue include the provision of double 

yellow lines, which mean that vehicles cannot park at this location at any time, or 

alternatively, single yellow lines can be put in place. The report advised that vehicles would 

not be permitted to park on single yellow lines during the hours of 9.30 to 17.30 Monday to 

Saturday inclusive and that residents would need to be aware that they must also comply 

with these regulations or fines could issue. The report further advised that a letter has been 

sent to Iarnród Eireann advising them of the impact of the increased parking charges at the 

railway station for adjacent roadways.  The municipal district office will work with the Parking 

Section and review the signage in the area and investigate other works that may help to 

alleviate the situation. 

Resolved that the report be noted and the members be updated when a response from 

Iarnród Eireann has been received and when the municipal district office has examined other 

works that might alleviate the situation.  

 

KN16/1605 

Breakdown of Pay Parking Income for Newbridge 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Lynch. 

Can the council provide a breakdown of the recently reduced parking income for Newbridge 

as previously promised and advise as to what length of time people have between parking 

their car and having it ticketed and remind the ticket parking wardens of the same as cars 

are being ticketed within seconds of being parked? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members of the amendments which had been made in the review of 

Newbridge Pay Parking Bye-Laws which commenced on 2nd February 2015.  The report 

advised that motorists receive a 15 minutes observation period prior to the purchase of a pay 
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and display ticket and 15 minutes observation period on the expiry of a pay and display 

ticket.  

 

Councillor Lynch asked that the council write to the contractor requesting them to adhere to 

the observation periods as outlined.  

Resolved that the report be noted and the roads department write to the contractors 

requesting them to adhere to the 15 minute observation periods. 

 

KN17/1605 

Traffic Calming in Kildare and Newbridge  

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Lynch. 

Can speed ramps be installed in the estates where residents are requesting them at Kilbelin 

Park, Newbridge/ Rowanville East, Kildare Town and Roseberry Hill, Newbridge opposite the 

shop? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the municipal district office will liaise with the Roads Design 

section to see what traffic calming measures are appropriate in each of the areas listed 

above and will advise the members of the outcome of these assessments. 

Resolved that the report be noted and that the municipal district office further update the 

members once assessments have been made.  

 

KN18/1605 

Sightline Improvement Works 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Stafford.  

Can we have an update on the proposed realignment of the junction and the improvement of 

sightlines between the Pollardstown Road (L7032) and the R415 at Rathbride? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the municipal district office would make contact with the 

landowner and the residents, with a view to progressing the works at this junction, however, 

the report advised that commencement of these works would be dependent on the 

necessary funding being available. 
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Councillor Stafford expressed disappointment at the lack of progress with works at this 

junction and asked that the municipal district office re-examine the issue and report back to 

the members. 

Resolved that the report be noted and that the municipal district office re-examine the 

sightlines on the road between Pollardstown (L7032) and the R415 at Rathbride. 

 

KN19/1605 

Parking Issues in Newbridge and Kildare Towns 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Stafford.  

Will the council commit to conducting an investigation into the difficulties caused by all day 

parking in estates adjacent to pay parking zones in Newbridge and Kildare Town and identity 

possible solutions? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the Roads Section will facilitate surveys of illegal and long term 

parking in estates adjacent to pay parking zones.  The report also advised that a list of 

estates which are of concern will be complied with the assistance of the members and 

surveys will be carried out in due course. 

Resolved that the Roads Section, with the assistance of the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal 

District Members, compile a list of estates concerned with illegal and long term parking and 

issue a report once a survey has been completed. 

 

KN20/1605 

Lake behind Newbridge Family Resource Centre 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Pender. 

Can Kildare County Council please explain the rationale behind the installation of the second 

lake behind the Newbridge Family Resource Centre? 

 

A report was received from the Water Services Section informing the members that the 

construction of the Dara Park Surface Water Scheme is currently ongoing, in conjunction 

with the Office of Public Works.  The report advised that the design includes the construction 

of a detention basin, which would be a landscaped amenity space located in the green area 

behind the resource centre and that this detention basin will allow for the overflow of storm 

water from the existing lake should there be storm event.  The report further advised that due 

to the heavy rainfall that occurred over this past winter and the existing ground conditions in 
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the location, the ground in which the detention basin is being constructed is very wet. As part 

of the design, a drainage channel (stone) will be constructed along the base of the basin 

which will allow the ground to drain and the existing ground conditions to improve.  A 

landscaping plan has been designed which will allow for the land in this area to be gently 

sloped, with tree and bulb planting proposed around the green. The report advised that this 

plan had been presented to the local residents who were advised that once the scheme has 

been completed and certified the council would be in a position to issue letters of comfort to 

the residents regarding the level of protection against flooding that will be provided for by the 

scheme.  

 

Councillor Pender expressed concerns that some of the residents may have found the 

previous presentation too technical to fully understand and asked the Water Services 

Section to arrange a new presentation to help ease the concerns of the local residents. 

Resolved that the report be noted and the Water Services Section examine the possibility of 

arranging a further presentation to the residents. 

 

KN21/1605 

Community Heritage Grant Scheme 

The members considered the Community Heritage Grant Scheme 2016 for the Kildare-

Newbridge Municipal District. 

 

A report was received from Ms Bridget Loughlin, Heritage Officer, informing the members of 

the groups and projects to be considered for grant allocation in 2016. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Doyle and seconded by Councillor McLoughlin-

Healy and agreed by all the members that the Community Heritage Grant Scheme 2016 for 

the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District be adopted.  

 

KN22/1605 

Community and Festival Grants  

The members considered the Community and Festival Grants 2016 for the Kildare-

Newbridge Municipal District. 

 

A report was received from Ms Conneely, Community and Enterprise Development Officer 

outlining the community and festival grants proposed for 2016. 
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Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Doyle and seconded by Councillor McLoughlin-

Healy and agreed by all the members that the community and festival grants 2016 proposed 

for the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District be adopted.  

 

KN23/1605 

The Old Courthouse Site, Newbridge  

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor McLoughlin-

Healy. 

Can we get an update from the Council about the status of the Old Courthouse site in 

Newbridge, including any plans for the site that would allow the insurance money be drawn 

down? The insurance money payable, as a result of the Old Courthouse burning down, is yet 

to be drawn down, was brought to our attention as one of the reasons why the site could not 

be used for the location of a Skatepark. 

 

A report from the Planning, Community and Cultural Services section was circulated to the 

members informing them that following a fire in the Newbridge Courthouse on 4th April 2002, 

the Council had removed the remaining structures from the site on grounds of safety. The 

report advised that the normal arrangement whereby insurance would be recouped, following 

reinstatement of the building, did not apply in this case as there was no immediate 

agreement on the replacement or use of the building. In the circumstances, a case was 

made to the insurers to recoup the costs incurred as well as recovering a sum realisable 

under the extent of insurance cover afforded to the building and part of this was to recoup 

Civil Defence for the loss of items which had been held in storage at the building. The 

settlement was arrived at on the basis that the Council would, in time, deliver a replacement 

building on the site - hence the indication previously that it could not be used as the 

Skatepark site.  In the absence of any emerging fundable programme that would see 

delivery of an appropriate building on the site, the remaining fund advanced under the 

insurance claim is being targeted as match-funding for the proposed library headquarters in 

Newbridge.   

Resolved that the report be noted.  

 

KN24/1605 

Enforcement of Unauthorised Developments 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Doyle.  
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That we receive a status report on enforcement of Unauthorised Development issues at both 

Feighcullen and Ballysax the Curragh. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Doyle and seconded by Councillor Stafford.  

 

A report was received from the Planning Section informing the members that the up-to-date 

position regarding the unauthorised development in Feighcullen resulted in the High Court 

granting an Order in favour of Kildare County Council on the 5 February, 2016 and put a 

“stay” on the Order until 1 October, 2016 which means that Kildare County Council cannot 

seek to enforce the Order until after the 1 October, 2016.  In relation to unauthorised 

development issues in Ballysax, The Curragh, the report advised that the Circuit Court has 

adjourned the hearing of a case concerning alleged unauthorised development until the 12 

July, 2016. 

 

A discussion ensued and acknowledging the efforts made by the council in relation to the 

unauthorised development at Feighcullen, Councillor Doyle said the regulation and 

implementation of enforcement needs to be vigorously pursued by the council and that more 

effective mechanisms might need to be provided for in the new County Development Plan to 

discourage unauthorised developments.  Councillors Pender and Lynch expressed concern 

that there appeared to be lack communication with those affected by the unauthorised 

development at Ballysax. 

 

Following a request from Councillor McLoughlin-Healy that members and residents be kept 

up to date with information, Ms Cooke advised the members that the speed of this process 

lies with the judicial system and is not something Kildare County Council has control over.  

Resolved that the report be noted. 

 

KN25/1605 

Taking in Charge of Estates 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Lynch.  

That the council provides a bimonthly report on the progress of the taking in charge of each 

estate within the district and that we do not accept that staffing resources or funding is an 

appropriate answer, considering most estates such as Curragh Grange Newbridge, are 

waiting years to be taken in charge and progress should be ongoing in all instances and this 

needs to be reported to the members. 
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The motion was proposed by Lynch and seconded by Councillor McLoughlin-Healy. 

 

A report was received from the Planning Section informing the members that the council has 

been particularly pro-active in taking private housing developments in charge and that in the 

last ten years, one hundred and forty six estates comprising of c.11,000 houses have been 

formally taken in charge by Kildare County Council. The report further advised the members 

that Kildare County Council’s policy and procedures in relation to taking in charge of private 

housing developments has regard to the requirements of the relevant legislative framework 

and Section 180 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) requires Planning 

Authorities to commence the taking in charge procedures in relation to residential 

developments where certain conditions have been met.  In relation to Curragh Grange the 

report advised the reason this estate had not been taken in charge is that the Council had 

not been requested to take the development in charge and the documentation required to 

facilitate the taking in charge process had not been submitted by the developer to date and 

in accordance with planning legislation the council cannot take an estate in charge unless 

formally requested to do so.  Therefore the developer of this estate remains responsible for 

all aspects of maintenance in Curragh Grange. The members were advised that it is believed 

that the developer of Curragh Grange is currently preparing documentation to facilitate a 

request to take the development in charge.  The report advised the members that fifty four 

estates were advertised for taking in charge in 2015 and reminded the members that the 

responsibility for the upkeep and maintenance of water and wastewater infrastructure rests 

with Irish Water and that the Council is now required to consult with Irish Water in relation to 

the taking in charge of water and wastewater infrastructure in private housing developments 

which can lead to delays.  Of these fifty four estates, fifteen estates have, to date, been 

taken in charge.   The Planning Department will continue to consult with Irish Water in 

relation to the remaining estates and when approval is received from Irish Water we will then 

seek approval of the elected members to formally take the estates in charge through the 

relevant Municipal District meetings. 

 

Following a query from Councillor McLoughlin-Healy in relation to advising residents on the 

Section 180 process, the District Manager stated there is no onus on a council to make 

residents aware of Section 180 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).  

In response to Councillor Lynch’s request for the council to give a bi-monthly report to the 

members in relation to the taking in charge of estates the District Manager advised that 

resources would be better used in doing the practical work, however, he would request that 
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the Planning Department update the website on an ongoing basis to reflect the up to date 

position on the taking in charge of housing estates.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Lynch and seconded by Councillor McLoughlin-

Healy that the report be noted and the Planning Department arrange for the regular updating 

of the Taking In Charge list on the website.  

 

KN26/1605 

Bord Na Mona – Biodiversity Plan 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Lynch.  

That the council welcomes Bord na Mona’s biodiversity action plan and considering our 

relative proximity to the capital and large tourist numbers that we feel that the bogs within our 

district are most suitable for objectives 3,4 and 5 of the action plan. The spent bogs around 

Allen, Lullymore and Allenwood already have a fantastic “discovery park” and were BNM 

themselves to follow suit and further rehabilitate and restore peatland areas within this 

municipal district it would reap benefits for the community and environment. In light of this 

that we write to Bord na Mona asking if they will restore spent boglands within our area, 

appropriately beside their head office, in line with their biodiversity action plan. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Lynch and seconded by Councillor McLoughlin-

Healy. 

 

A report from the Heritage Officer advised the members that if all the members are in 

agreement then a letter will issue to Bord na Mona. 

 

Councillor Lynch stated if Bord na Mona actioned their biodiversity plan then this could be a 

good opportunity to develop tourism and parks in the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Lynch and seconded by Councillor McLoughlin-

Healy and agreed by all the members that the heritage officer issue a letter to Bord na Mona 

requesting them to restore boglands in line with their biodiversity action plan.  

 

KN27/1605 

Automated External Defibrillators 

The council considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Pender.  

That Kildare County Council explores the idea of providing outdoor Automated External 

Defibrillators for public use 24/7 in the town centres of Newbridge and Kildare. 
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The motion was proposed by Councillor Pender and seconded by Councillor Doyle.  

A report was received from the Community Department informing the members that the 

installation of automated external defibrillators is a matter for the Health Services Executive.  

 

Councillor Pender advised that it would cost in the region of €3600 for two automated 

external defibrillator units to be installed.  This amount also includes the training of 16 

people.  Following a discussion by the members it was agreed that this issue would be 

referred to the Community Section to examine the possibility of sponsoring or match-funding 

for the provision of the automated external defibrillators which would then be referred to the 

Transportation, Safety and Emergency Services Strategic Policy Committee (SPC). 

Resolved that the Community Section examine the possibility of sponsoring or match-

funding for the provision of two automated external defibrillator units.  

 

KN28/1605 

Town Hall, Newbridge 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor McLoughlin-

Healy.  

Can the council provide a progress update on the Town Hall including  

-current costs and expenditure 

-reason for ongoing delay,  

-plans for its future use,  

-requirements for completion 

-date of opening 

 

A report was received from the Planning, Community and Cultural Services Section 

informing the members that Phase 2 of works to Newbridge Town Hall were completed on 

Friday 6 May and outlined that the contract sum for Phase 2 was €422,495.45 excluding 

VAT.   The report advised that prior to Christmas project costs were broadly on target, 

however, some additional costs were incurred which were mainly associated with the 

refurbishment of the existing metal windows, replacement of some roof and floor timbers and 

strengthening of existing floor, which was in poorer condition than originally expected, and 

client instructed additional works but these costs were partly offset by some savings through 

redesign.  The report also advised that the building suffered severe water ingress in 

December which necessitated the repointing of all external elevations and some repair to 
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existing finished work which was specialist work and resulted in significant additional costs 

and delay to the project.  The council is working with the quantity surveyor and the contractor 

to agree the final account, this process should be completes within the coming weeks. 

The report informed the members that the Management Board, as formed, have had a 

number of meetings to review the progress on the works and consider how the refurbished 

building might be made available for public use and that these considerations are ongoing. 

Key to any decisions by the board, will be putting in place a set of guidelines on agreed 

usage and at the same time having an arrangement in place with some local entity that has 

the resource to manage the booking, supervision and caretaking in accordance with the 

guidelines set by the board.  The report also advised that the use of the premises is evolving 

and future uses will be determined based on experiences and emerging interests.  The 

current Sackville Art Project and the upcoming schedule of events in conjunction with the 

June Fest Programme will give the public and community of Newbridge the opportunity to 

visit the building, subject to the necessary protocols being in place.  The Management Board 

will also make arrangements for a separate viewing by all those who have expressed an 

interest to date.   

Resolved that the report be noted.  

 

KN29/1605 

Meetings Procedures 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor McLoughlin-Healy. 

That the members revert to the former democratic system of permitting elected 

representatives to speak on any motion they submit once the motion qualifies for the 

agenda. The current and relatively new system requiring a seconder in order to permit 

discussion of a motion, that has already been deemed appropriate for the agenda, goes 

against core democratic values of free speech and representation. Requiring a seconder 

permits censorship of individual motions on the Municipal District agenda that have already 

been through a qualifying process before being included on the agenda. It is not our role as 

public representatives to shut down public debate or to retain a mechanism that permits 

censorship. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor McLoughlin-Healy and seconded by Councillor 

Pender.  
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A report was received from the Corporate Services Section informing the members that the 

regulation of proceedings at meetings and the requirement for motions to be seconded is set 

down in Standing Orders the report also advised that any proposed amendment to Standing 

Orders would have to be considered by the Protocol Committee. 

A discussion followed on the issue of referring the motion for consideration by the Protocol 

Committee to amend Standing Orders.  It was then agreed that a vote on the motion would 

be taken by the members with 3 in favour and 5 against. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McLoughlin-Healy and seconded by Councillor 

Pender with 3 members voting in favour and 5 against, the motion was defeated. 

 

KN30/1605 

Process of Appointing a Mayor 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor McLoughlin-Healy 

That the members consider a formal, transparent and democratic method of appointing a 

Mayor including the taking of turns according to votes garnered at election.  

This would  

-give a say to constituents/voters in who their Mayors will be over the course of the term of a 

Council 

-give every single public representative a fair chance of being Mayor whether they are an 

Independent Cllr vs. a Cllr who is part of a group holding power in the District.  

- unsully the process of negotiations around Mayoral positions and the disproportionate 

holding of Mayoral positions by larger groupings/party's holding or sharing power in the 

Municipal District. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor McLoughlin-Healy and seconded by Councillor 

Pender. 

 

Councillor McLoughlin-Healy stated the Mayor should be appointed on the basis of the 

number of votes received during the election process.  The District Manager clarified that the 

election of Mayor and Vice Mayor is legislated for under the Local Government Act, 2014 

and once elected as a County Councillor all members are deemed equal and that the 

process under the Local Government Act, 2014 is transparent and democratic.  Following a 

discussion by the members it was agreed to take a vote on the motion with 3 voting in favour 

and 5 against.  
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Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McLoughlin-Healy and seconded by Councillor 

Pender with 3 members voting in favour and 5 against, the motion was defeated.   

 

KN31/1605 

Long Term Leasing of Buildings and Land 

What Council buildings and land are leased out long term by the Council and what is the 

protocol for offering long-term leases? 

 

A report was received from the Corporate Services Section informing the members that an 

update on what Council buildings and lands that are leased out long term in the Kildare-

Newbridge Municipal District will be prepared for the June meeting of the Municipal District.  

Resolved that the report be noted and an update be given to the members at the June 2016 

of the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District.  

 

 
 
 

 

 

The meeting concluded 

 


